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True copy of the Tibetan People's petition submitted to the Chinese Communists and Tibetan
authorities in May 1952:

To the hororsble Chinese and Tibetan officers:

We, the Tibetan people, must address a few words o Jyou, as we are in distress; please do not
be offended, We have six items to discuss,

1. W= believe that all phenomena, good or evil, in this world are caused by religion, whose
master is the Buddha of India and the Dalai Lama in Tibet. The trus symbol and pivot of
every mortal and immortal being in Tibet is no other than the Dalai Lama., The GChinese
Communists promised us, by the Sinc-Tibetan peace pact, that the old systems and customs
in Tibet would not be changed, We have been guided by the words of the Dalai Lama in
peace or war, and we still are, and will depend on his words, Therefore, wa, all the
Tibetan people, are grateful to the Chinese Communists because the Chinese Central
People's Government granied Tibet independence, with the same full power to the Dalai
Lama as before, an act greatly beneficial 1o Sino~Tibetan relations,

2. There are thousands of monasteries, large and small, in Tibet, The Chinese Communists
have promised, in the Sino=-Tibetan peace pact, not to force uny change in the religion,
in the people's faith and customs, but to cooperate and +o proteet religious customs and
the property of wonasteries, We hope that this promise will be kept forever,

3. It is the Tibetan Govermment, first of all, that protects snd fostere the religion,
After the death of the thirtesnth Dalal Lama in the year of the bird {1933--ed), the
Tibetan people were bereft of their leader and were as if blind unmtil the fourteenth
Dalai Lama came into full power in the vear of the tiger (195C--ed), Since then, the
Tibetens have been beset by difficuliies. The Central People's Govermment of China
has now said that China will not interfere in the domestic affairs of Tibet, The
Tibetan penple can cure the sickness of Tibet by themselves, There is no alternative;
the Tibetan people will not seek a cure from outside, All the Tibstan people long for
the real independence and prosperity of Tibet,

4. Thanks 0 the Dalai Lams, all the Tibetans, even the beggars, live happily, bzcagse they
are fres and each can look out for himself, Howsver, times have beecoms hard sinee the
year of the tiger, Prices have gone up, Clothing, food and housing have all becoms ex-
pensive on account of the arrival of too many Chinese Communists, Prices of 811 local
praducts have risen so high that the poor people are unsble to get glong. Moreover, there
is no sign of improvement, Religion is declining, and the happiness of the people has
been demolished. The cause of recent evil crimes, of the people’s hardship and sharva-
tion, of robbery and murder is basically the scarcity of commodities, We cannot talk
about the prosperity of Tibet when there {s no happiness for the people, It i3 not de-
sirable to change the customs of Tibet by foree; the Tibstan people can take cars of
themselves, If the publie considers that a certain reform is necessary in Tibet, then
it will be decided upon at the Council of All Classes, At bresent, the most urgent and
fundamental matter is to Securs the happiness of the people, If the Deople'ts happiness
is not rapildly restored, trouble may ocour which may sven affect the friendly relstions
between China and Tibet, The Tibetan people are willing 4o fulfirl ordinary obligations,
including the payment of taxes, but extraordinary taxes or obligations the Tibetan
people cannwot undertake, If incidents such ag the unreasonable deprivation of property
or expulsion from homes occur we will not hesitate to file a petition with yoi., Ia such
cases we request that the affair be resolved in accordance with the laws of this country.

5. There is a small Tibetan security force, for the purpose of border patrol, which needs
better support, including good training, srms and ammunition, This force is not for war
or aggression; Tibet is a religious country, The Tibetan people would be distressed if
any foreign nation should taks charge of the Tibetan security army, We hope that +he
Chinese authorities will take public opinion into consideration, The defense of Tibst
should be left in the hands of the Tibetan people, If there is any unrsasonable oppres—
sion or border violation, the Tibetans are firmly resolved +o settle the matter honorably,
We need not dwell on this; you know it well, Tt is useless to station a large force in a
small country like Tibet. A small force is enough to leave as gerrison., Therefcore we
hope that the necessary measures for withdrawal of superflucus forces from Tibed will
be taken immediately, .

6, The main products of Tibet are wool, yak tails, fur hides, deer horn, mesk, mediecal herbs,
gold and silver, These products were formerly exported o India, America, Britain, and
other nations, and in return various goods were imported inmto Tibet tax free; in accord-
ance with friendly trade agresments., Now, however, since the development of friendly re-
lations between China ang Tibet, these nations have stopped buying Tibetan products,
Therefore the Tibetan traders have suffered great losses, as you vsry wsll know. The
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ecoriomy of the Tibetan Government,

tion unless the problem of the trade
trade., The Central People's Government made the commitment in the pact to respect the

old systems in Tibet, to develop agriculture, cattle raising, industry and trade, and
to raise the people’s standard of living. We therefore request you to take appropriaste
measures in this situation in consultation with the Tibetan Government, This is the
desire of all Tibetan people, We pray for your success and trust that you will show

us the solution in the near future,

In the nsme of the Tibetan people.
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